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The Plainview-Old Bethpage
Central School District is 
pleased to announce the
appointment of Dr. Lorna R.
Lewis as the District’s new
superintendent. Following a
thorough selection process that
included the involvement of the
community, Dr. Lewis emerged
as the ideal candidate, based 
on her extensive experience 
in upper-level management 
at some of the nation’s most
successful school districts. For

the past five years, she has served as superintendent for the East
Williston Union Free School District. The district is the home of
the Wheatley School, consistently recognized as one of the top 
100 high schools in the country by Newsweek and U.S. News 
and World Report.

Dr. Lewis will replace Superintendent Gerard W. Dempsey, who
earlier announced his plans to retire at the end of this school year.
Dr. Lewis will begin her service to the District prior to the start of
the 2012-13 school year.

“I am honored to have been selected to lead the Plainview-Old
Bethpage Central School District as superintendent,” said Dr.
Lewis. “This is a trying time for all Long Island school districts 
as we face new standards such as working within the tax levy caps
and teacher evaluations. I am ready for the challenge and eagerly
look forward to working with members of the Plainview-Old

Bethpage Board of Education, school administrators, teachers 
and parents to successfully move our District toward the next 
era of outstanding academic accomplishments.” 

Dr. Lewis received her B.S. in physics from Fordham University
and went on to earn three master’s degrees before completing 
her Ed.D. in science education at Teachers College Columbia
University. She began her teaching career at the Collegiate 
School, where she taught mathematics courses and Advanced
Placement physics. Since then, she has served in a wide variety of
administrative capacities, including science chair in the Rockville
Center UFSD, science director in the Uniondale UFSD and both
director of curriculum and assessment and deputy superintendent 
in the Three Village Central School District. 

Dr. Lewis has served as an adjunct professor with Hofstra
University, where she taught graduate science methods courses.
Under the auspices of Phi Delta Kappa, she has conducted
curriculum audits in several states. Dr. Lewis has also served 
as a keynote speaker at many major events for school
administrators and has presented workshops at BOCES 
and local universities.

Dr. Lewis is currently on the executive board of the New York 
State Council of School Superintendents (NYSCOSS), where 
she co-chairs the curriculum committee and serves as a member 
of the Task Force for Annual Professional Performance Review
(APPR) and the Commissioner’s Advisory Committee. A former
president of the Long Island Association for Supervision 
and Curriculum Development (LIASCD), she remains 
an active member.

District Announces the Selection of a New Superintendent
Dr. Lorna Lewis, Current Superintendent of East Williston UFSD, Has Been Appointed to the Position

For the latest District updates, 2012-2013 budget information 
and “POB in the News” features, visit www.pobschools.org
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Superintendent’s Message
Dear Community Residents,

Education is so important that it must be the
concern of every citizen. It cannot be left to
administrators alone, or to teachers alone, or to
parents alone. All of us who work in the field,
volunteer, raise a family, or simply live and 

pay taxes in the community represent an important part of the
community as a whole. We have seen that our political leaders, 
our business leaders and the media all consider education a 
vital and important topic. However, the political rhetoric and 
the media coverage almost always focuses on the gaps or
discrepancies, and only rarely on the successes. Like other
reputable districts, Plainview-Old Bethpage wants to be 
recognized for high performance. At the same time, we need
to close the gaps we identify in our students’ performance 
to ensure that all students meet levels of proficiency and 
that as many as possible reach levels of excellence.

Constant criticism from public officials creates an environment 
that discourages and demotivates. This is hardly a formula or recipe
for success. Governor Cuomo has denigrated the performance 
of New York State schools in his effort to support teacher and
principal evaluation. He has ignored the data and details that 
point to educational success in this state. That success should be the
model for districts and schools that need to improve. The only way
for that to happen is for school districts to celebrate positive student
performance. The media celebrates individual student performance
– such as winners of academic competitions – but often fails to
recognize quality performance on the regional or district level.

Our high school graduates are the best gauge of school district
success. In Plainview-Old Bethpage, we are proud of our graduates
and how we have prepared them for the future. College and career
readiness has been, and continues to be, our goal – and the whole
community needs to support that effort. Beyond that, we need 
our political leaders, the media, and communities throughout the
state to recognize the performance and success of our graduates. 
In short, the real success of our students should not – and must 
not – be overlooked.

Unquestionably, we must continue to identify performance 
gaps for individual students and groups in the early years, and 
we must work to close those gaps so that we completely prepare 
all students for higher education and for work. To that end, we
want to celebrate the success* of our graduates as a step in 
the process of extending that success for every student in 

the Plainview-Old Bethpage School District.

*See Plainview-Old Bethpage graduation results on the District website by entering
this short URL in your browser bar: bit.ly/x8wcqA (“POBCSD Excels in 2011

Aspirational Score Results for College Readiness”).

Sincerely,

Gerard W. Dempsey, Jr.

Budget Calendar
Monday, May 7

Budget Hearing / Public Hearing

Tuesday, May 8
Absentee ballot applications due

Voter Registration, 12-9 p.m. 

Tuesday, May 15
Budget Vote and Election of School Board Members

Most of you have probably read and heard much about 
the New York State property tax cap legislation that 
will go into effect for the 2012-13 school year. Though
referred to as the “2 percent tax cap,” this characterization
is misleading. First, it’s important to understand exactly
what is being meant by this new law. 

What Exactly Does the Cap Limit?
It’s the tax levy – not the tax rate or the school district
budget – that will be capped. The tax levy is the portion 
of the budget on which a district’s residents will pay 
taxes; the tax levy equals the school district budget 
minus all other sources of revenue (state aid, rental
income, assigned fund balance, etc.) that offset the cost 
to residents. The tax levy represents the total dollar
amount (not rate), to be collected in taxes. The tax 
rate is set by the assessor’s office, and is based on the
assessed valuation of properties in the community.

While this new law is referred to as the “2 percent 
tax cap,” there are numerous factors included in the
calculation, based on a complex formula established 
by New York State that includes certain exemptions. 
These exemptions result in a ‘tax cap’ that differs from 
2 percent. The 2012-13 tax levy will be determined by 
the Board of Education when they adopt the budget 
on April 2, 2012.  To see the District’s tax levy limit
calculation, visit us on our website (pobschools.org).  

What is Plainview-Old Bethpage’s Plan 
for the 2012-13 Budget?
The budget that will be presented to community 
voters on May 15 will not result in a tax levy increase
exceeding allowable limit. While the budget proposal 
is still in preparation, we can say for certain that the
district will maintain the programs and services for 
our students. Our administrators and Board of Education
have worked diligently to ensure that these valuable
offerings are preserved, and at the same time, present 
a tax levy to the community targeted under the allowable
limit for the District.

The Property Tax Cap: 
What You Need to Know
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Fundamental Playtime Facilitates 
Constructive Classroom Environment
At the Kindergarten Center, it is important for children to learn
through classroom lessons, projects and play. Playing is an
important part of the kindergarten program and a central activity
in the lives of healthy children. Allowing children to play lets
them better understand the world around them, and fosters
problem-solving skills. Research supports a strong correlation
between play and cognition in early childhood and academic
achievement in later years. Playing develops personal
characteristics such as resilience, patience and perseverance. It
also strengthens social skills, motor skills and communication
skills at a young age. Children at the Kindergarten Center have
experience building cities, towns and objects using building
blocks. Playing supports development as they learn.

What’s Happening in Our SchoolsWhat’s Happening in Our Schools

Old Bethpage Elementary Students 
Take Proactive Approach to Bullying
Fourth graders at Old Bethpage Elementary School participated
in a bullying prevention program in early January. The intensive
three-day workshop was coordinated and conducted by school
social worker Marc Galloway. The program aims to help
students bolster their social and emotional skills before they
transition to middle school, especially important because
statistics indicate that instances of bullying tend to increase
during middle school years. The first two days of the program
incorporated the Child Abuse Prevention Services Steer Clear 
of Bullies lesson, which helped students identify feelings
associated with bullying. Children became familiar with
common reasons for bullying and learned how to react in 
a bullying situation. The last day of the program focused 
on cyberbullying and internet safety.

Reinforcing a Positive School Climate
at Mattlin 
Students and staff at H.B. Mattlin Middle School participated
in the second annual No Name Calling Week in February. 
The purpose of this event is to serve as a reminder about 
the power of words and to emphasize Mattlin PRIDE. 
PRIDE is an acronym that stands for Personal Best, 
Respect, Impulse Control, Decision Making and Empathy. 
This important term is a part of the school’s common language
and conveys expectations for all students. No Name Calling
Week provided an opportunity to shine a positive light on
school climate and help students understand the impact of 
their words. This event was another occasion demonstrating
the positive character traits Mattlin students possess.  
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Stratford Road Students Enjoy 
a Fascinating Lesson in Art and Culture
In January, students at Stratford Road spent a “Day in Clay,” learning how
clay has been used throughout history for everyday use and to express a
culture's identity. The PTA-sponsored event included a hands-on lesson 
from renowned artist Cliff Mendelson on the history of pottery in different
cultures. First through third graders enjoyed a lesson and demonstration on
the use of a potter's wheel, while fourth graders each made a bowl that was
later fired and glazed in the school's kiln. The bowls were used in Stratford
Road's second annual Empty Bowls Festival on March 8. The event, which
raises food donations for Island Harvest, featured soups and stews donated
by local restaurants. 

Pasadena’s ‘Sister Act’ Makes History Come Alive!
Students at Pasadena rocked and rolled to the music of some of the world’s most
influential female performers during Pasadena's PTA-sponsored "Sister Act." As
March was Women's History Month, the performance couldn't have been more
timely. The performers, real-life sisters, presented songs from a wide range of
artists, including Tina Turner and Patsy Kline. Besides enjoying the music and
costumes, the children learned about the hard work and dedication it took for
these great female musicians to become successful, as well as the hardships 
they were able to overcome. Pictured are Pasadena first and second graders
playing maracas, while listening to the music of Gloria Estefan.

Acclaimed Author Andrea Davis Pinkney 
Visits Parkway Elementary
In January, children’s author Andrea Davis Pinkney visited Parkway.
Everyone was very excited to see her, as the students had been reading 
her informative books about African-American history and the Civil 
Rights Movement all month. Prior to Ms. Pinkney’s visit, the children
studied Dr. Martin Luther King's concept of nonviolent demonstration 
while reading Sit-In and Boycott Blues. They also learned about the
wonderful contributions of many African-Americans. During library 
classes, they listened to the music of Ella Fitzgerald and Duke Ellington;
they also watched a video of the world-renowned Alvin Ailey American
Dance Theater troupe and learned how Mr. Ailey came to be such an

extraordinary dancer and choreographer. Before Ms. Pinkney came to the school, the classes designed fabulous welcome 
signs and created civil rights slogans in preparation for her visit. Following introductions on the day she arrived, she read to 
the children from one of her books and introduced rich primary-source materials as she talked to them about African-American
astronomer and mathematician Benjamin Banneker. Ms. Pinkney also discussed her writing process with the students, who
listened intently. Teachers and students all agreed that Ms. Pinkney was one of the best authors ever to come to Parkway! 

POBMS Students Use Multimedia 
and Creativity to Stand Up to Bullying 
Plainview-Old Bethpage Middle School celebrated Spirit and
Tolerance Week at the beginning of February. The week focused on
developing student unity and encouraging all students to stand up to
negative behavior in our schools. Students adorned the building with
anti-bullying décor and created public service announcement videos
that included an anti-bullying message. To foster an environment that
emphasizes positive personal development, our guidance staff has also
created the Natural Helpers program. POBMS student leaders receive
training from the counselors and are encouraged to help and support
their classmates. 
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Now in its second year, the District’s High School 101 program is providing Plainview-Old Bethpage and Mattlin eighth graders
with the knowledge and skills to be successful in the high school, right from the start. 

High school students in the Peer Mentor Club work with 
their younger counterparts, giving them an edge as next
September’s entering freshmen. After training sessions with
guidance counselors, the POBJFKHS mentors address eighth
graders’ questions and concerns relating to the academic,
social and emotional changes they’re likely to experience
when they move up to the high school. “High school 101
definitely gave me a clearer image of what high school 
is going to be like,” says Mattlin Middle School eighth 
grader Jenn Wallach.

The program, which takes place in three sessions during the school
year, has significant benefits for the middle schoolers and their high
school mentors alike. The peer mentors gain empathy, develop their
public speaking skills and enjoy a sense of responsibility as they 
work with the eighth grade students.

High School 101: POBJFKHS Students 
Help Smooth the Transition from Middle School 

“Our goal as peer mentors is to help every eighth
grader feel ready to face the challenges high 

school presents. By answering their questions and
providing information, we hope to ease their stress
and anxiety about entering high school and make
them feel comfortable. So far, the eighth graders
have been very receptive and eager to participate 
in our program, showing that High School 101 is

making a positive impact in our school community.”
– peer mentor Erin Gross, grade 11“Last year's students who went through this

program have approached me and stated how
it was beneficial in their transition into high
school. The program should be implemented
in school districts across Long Island and 
the rest of the nation.”
– peer mentor Grant Breit, POBJFKHS senior

Plainview-Old Bethpage will soon become Long Island’s first school
district to transport students in an all-electric bus. Coming to a bus stop
near you in fall of 2012, the environmentally friendly school bus will
significantly decrease air pollutants and reduce costs, benefitting our 
entire community. 

“This is a step forward,” said Plainview-Old Bethpage Director of 
Health, Safety and Transportation Bethpage Nadine Eiring. “Getting to 
and from school is going to be healthier for the students, the drivers and 

the community because
carbon emissions will be
completely eliminated.” 
In addition, the engineering 
of these buses allows the
batteries to repower every
time the driver uses the
brakes. Batteries are charged in the evening when electrical usage is not as
frequent, making the buses far more cost-efficient. The electric buses are
equipped with all of the same safety features of other modern bus types.

The cost of an electric bus is typically between $50-70,000; however, Plainview-
Old Bethpage is in year three of a five-year contract with We Transport, which 
is gradually adding these buses to its fleet. As a result, there is no cost to the
District. Plainview-Old Bethpage anticipates adding four or five more electric
buses during the coming school year. Over time, the entire fleet of more than 
40 buses is expected to be all-electric.

(L to R) Board of Education Trustee 
Emily Schulman; Assistant Superintendent for 
Business Ryan Ruf; and Director of Health, Safety 
and Transportation Nadine Eiring have been 
integral in making the move to the electric bus.

Yielding zero carbon emissions, the electric school bus
will allow Plainview-Old Bethpage to reduce our

community’s carbon footprint and make the air less
polluted for you and your children.

Green Technology: POB is First on Long Island 

to Go Electric With School Buses!

Green Technology: POB is First on Long Island 

to Go Electric With School Buses!



M usic  New sM usic  New s
High School String Orchestra Wins 

Korean Parents Association of L.I. Competition
This past fall, the POBJFK String Orchestra, under the direction of Glenn
Rubin, took first prize at the Korean Parents Association of Long Island
music competition. As part of the 3rd Annual Harvest Moon Festival, 
54 talented string players participated in this competition, held at Munsey 
Park Elementary School in Manhasset. The Plainview ensemble, competing
against several excellent high school orchestras from Nassau County, played

a spirited performance
of Overture to the Wind
by composer Kirt Mosier.
The orchestra received 
a certificate and check 
for $1,000. 

Superintendent of Schools
Gerard Dempsey was an honored guest at the festival. An ardent advocate 
of cultural and arts education, he was recognized for his efforts to facilitate
communication with the Korean community on Long Island.
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The Music Department is proud to announce that 110 students Districtwide participated in the Nassau Music Educators
Association All-County Music Festival this year. These students were selected based on teacher recommendations and
outstanding New York State School Music Association (NYSSMA) Solo Festival scores. They rehearsed with other top 
music students from across the county to prepare for the final performance at Tilles Center in January. Congratulations 
to all of these student musicians!

Plainview-Old Bethpage 
Middle School

Sam Howell – Choir
Jennifer Lancaster – Choir

Natalie Towba – Choir
Sari Arrow – Choir

Christine Chai – Choir
Lindsay Jacobsen – Choir

Sarah Kim – Choir
Cooper Levine – Choir
Camryn Vader – Choir

Sayaka Yamamura – Choir
Jaime Berger – Choir
Ethan Budd – Choir
Carly Rosen – Choir

Melanie Roth – Choir
Samantha Speirs – Choir

Zachary Goldstein – Band
Lauren Brandenstein – Band

Jungin Lee – Band
Julia Brandenstein – Band

Julia Park – Orchestra
Joshua Graham – Orchestra
Sabrina Song – Orchestra
Michelle Shin – Orchestra

Alice Oh – Orchestra
Erin Kim – Orchestra

Christopher Shin – Orchestra
Stanley Kim – Orchestra

Mattlin Middle School 
Jasmine Anastasiadis – Choir

Gabrielle Martin – Choir
Elisa Hafling – Choir
Corin Lund – Choir

Matthew Orgel – Choir
Rebecca-Rose Greenberg – Choir

Sarah Gardos – Choir
Jake Meyers – Choir

Lorina Amore – Choir
Nicholas Rosa – Band
Genna Knoll – Band

Joshua Martin – Band
Claire Shamul – Band
Joshua Wicker – Band

Courtney Hedgecock – Cello
Sara Takahashi – Violin
Plainview-Old Bethpage 

John F. Kennedy High School 
Anna Adolphus – Choir
Tracy Abraham – Choir

Leah Anton – Choir
Vanessa Bak – Choir

Morgan Benson – Choir
Taylor Blanket – Choir
Hallie Brown – Choir

Jonathan Davidowitz – Choir
Kristina DiFalco – Choir

Bonnie Swartz– Choir

Holden Walter-Werner – Choir
Brittany Warner – Choir

Keith Weiss – Choir
Ross Wolkenbrod – Choir

Marissa Grill – Choir
Mai Kobayashi – Choir
Jamie Lander – Choir

Bobak Namdar – Choir
Elana Laster – Choir

Alyssa Lubrano – Choir
Jaymie Lunt – Choir
Alex Mandel – Choir
Dana Osborn – Choir
Alex Resnick – Choir
David Frankle – Choir
Joseph Park – Choir

Amanda Pinsker – Choir
Jacqueline Primack – Choir
Ariana Saglimbene – Choir
Rebecca Salmon – Choir
Allen Saltzman – Choir
Alyson Sheehan – Choir

Jonah Steuer – Choir
Jenna Ruiz – Choir

Emma Taubenfeld – Choir
Amanda Wittels– Choir

Alexandra Baker – Choir
Trisha Chabria – Choir

Michael Clinton – Choir

Matthew Dershowitz – Choir
Nicole Faraci – Choir

Max Friedman – Choir
Matthew Goldman – Choir
Amanda Goldstein – Choir

Emory Granat – Choir
Giselle Hernandez – Choir

Jara Jacobson – Choir
Talia Schwartz - Chorus
Abby Sun – Orchestra

Katherine Park – Orchestra
Parsa Erfani – Orchestra
Diana Kim – Orchestra
Joseph Park – Orchestra

Jennifer Chou – Orchestra
Corina Kim – Orchestra

Jacqueline Levine – Orchestra
Benjamin Ozur – Orchestra

Amanda Hedgecock – Orchestra
Harrison Hahn – Orchestra
Scott Metzger – Jazz Band

Kenta Kondo – Band
Samuel Weinstein – Band

Ian Gross – Band
Rachel Werman – Band

Matthew Wieselthier – Band
Aaron Knoll- Band

Andrew Hasher - Band

110 Plainview-Old Bethpage Music Students Perform 
in NCMEA All-County Festival

Superintendent Gerard Dempsey with orchestra members 
and Korean Parents Association of L.I. representatives.

Orchestra Director Glenn Rubin with the prize-winning
POBJFK String Orchestra.


